]nona-3,7-diene-3,4-dicarboxylate and 6,6-di(methylthio)fulvene in the presence of a small amount of 2,5-di(t-butyl) phenol. The reaction was conducted in refluxing chloroform for 7 days and the product isolated by chromatography on silica gel using 10% ethyl acetate in petroleum spirit as an eluent. The product was recrystallised as yellow plates from a petroleum spirit solution of the compound; mp 383 K -384 K.
Source of material
This compound was prepared by the cycloaddition of equimolar quantities of dimethyl-(1a,2b,5b,6a)-tricyclo[4.2.1.0 2, 5 ]nona-3,7-diene-3,4-dicarboxylate and 6,6-di(methylthio)fulvene in the presence of a small amount of 2,5-di(t-butyl) phenol. The reaction was conducted in refluxing chloroform for 7 days and the product isolated by chromatography on silica gel using 10% ethyl acetate in petroleum spirit as an eluent. The product was recrystallised as yellow plates from a petroleum spirit solution of the compound; mp 383 K -384 K.
Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were placed in their geometrically calculated positions and included in the final refinement in the riding model approximation.
Discussion
The molecule adopts a staircase motif with successive risers being defined by C11-C12, C1-C13-C10, C2-C9, C3-C8, C4-C14-C7 and C5-C6 connectivities. The ester groups lie to the opposite side of the molecule to the C=C(SMe) 2 
